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DOWNTOWN AUSTIN
Get to Know Downtown Austin's Restaurants, Bars & Things To DoAs hoppin’ during the week as it is on
the weekends, this a bustling area of commerce, cuisine, cocktails and the Capitol is a melting pot of
finance and fun, as well as philanthropic conservation. In addition to opportunities for retail therapy, the
arts scene is alive and well in downtown Austin with galleries and museums at nearly every corner.

2ND STREET DISTRICT
Austin-owned boutiques, award-winning restaurants and exciting entertainment make the vibrant 2ND
Street District Austin’s top destination. The 2ND Street District is just a few blocks away from Lady Bird
Lake, making it the perfect stop to refresh and hydrate on your way to or from a long stroll exploring the
city. From local cuisine and alfresco dining to trendy shops, awesome live music and more, this walkable
district is jam-packed with the homegrown community vibe of Austin. The 2ND Street District is home to
more locally owned and nationally acclaimed shops, restaurants and venues than anywhere else in
downtown Austin

RAINEY STREET
Renovated houses turned into bungalow bars reign supreme on Rainey, the increasingly popular tucked-
away street. Day or night, you’ll find relaxed bar-goers strolling from bar to food trailer to bar again, often
with their dogs in tow looking for a kicked back sip and a bite. Populated on all days that end in “Y” for
back patio bar performances, SXSW Conference & Festivals steps up the tempo on Rainey Street and takes
over the road with hot ticket music acts and celeb spotting moments every March.

RED RIVER
Live music coming from some of the hottest stages in town, all spanning a three-block radius in Austin's
Red River Cultural District. Nightclub heavy, droves of concert-seekers mill the streets, dipping into
watering holes for Lone Star beers while waiting for the lights to dim and shows to begin. Red River buzzes
with concert-seekers milling the streets and that thick anticipatory energy that comes from waiting for the
lights to dim and your favorite band to take the stage.

SIXTH STREET
Sixth Street is distinctly Austin. With its colorful and bustling array of bars, restaurants and entertainment
venues, it’s a sure bet for experiencing local characters and the vibrancy of the city. Sixth Street has a
personality all its own. Closed to through traffic Thursday through Saturday nights, expect this area to
become wall-to-wall people in search of great live music and cheap drinks.

WAREHOUSE DISTRICT
As the name suggests, many of this neighborhood's bars and restaurants are housed in renovated, antique
warehouses. The gritty backdrop makes for a vibrant scene that draws a diverse crowd thanks to its range
of live entertainment, restaurants, LGBTQ scene and unique shops. Museums, dance clubs, theaters, a
hike-and-bike trail around the lake — there’s something happening all day and all night in this city center.

This district is also home to ACL LIVE AT THE MOODY THEATER, home of Austin City Limits, the longest
running music series in American TV history. Other favorites include THE CONTEMPORARY AUSTIN
JONES CENTER a 5,000-square-foot museum with multidisciplinary exhibitions of contemporary art, LADY
BIRD LAKE and the HIGHLAND, a popular gay lounge and dance club, this venue features guest DJs,
dance competitions and themed events like drag queen bingo. Drag. Queen. Bingo!

WEST SIXTH STREET
A thoughtfully curated section of town, find everything from craft cocktails and galleries to rustic beer
gardens, cult-followed grub and the flagship Whole Foods Market. It's a prized destination for decadent
dinners, craft beer, sporting events, shopping and nightlife. With 24-hour diners, eclectic boutiques,
independent book and record stores and the occasional pedal-powered beer pub bike crawl cruising by
make time to explore the West Sixth Street area in Austin.

CENTRAL AUSTIN
Spend a day or a week in Central Austin, home to the University of Texas, Hyde Park, Anderson, North
Loop, Brentwood, Allandale neighborhoods and more. Find decadent restaurants, dive bars, arts galleries,
historic museums, coffee shops, iconic music venues and tons of vintage shopping. 

GET TO KNOW OUR DISTRICTS



STAYING ACTIVE IN DOWNTOWN AUSTIN

Hop on a MetroBike
If you don’t have a bike but want to get into cycling, download the
MetroBike app and borrow a bike from a kiosk. Stations are
located throughout downtown and along the Hike and Bike Trail.

Explore the Ann & Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail
The Ann & Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail might be Austin’s worst-
kept secret. This ten-mile-long recreational trail is great for
cyclists, runners, walkers, and tourists. Enjoy beautiful views of
Lady Bird Lake and the downtown skyline while you get in some
physical activity.

Take Free Outdoor Fitness Classes
Weekly fitness classes at Republic Square. Classes have included
yoga, dance, cardio and barre, just to name a few. Check out the
Republic Square event calendar to RSVP for a class. Outdoor
fitness classes also can often be found at Indeed Tower Park.

Break a Sweat with Swift Fit Events
Swift Fit Events regularly holds free community events around Austin.
Luckily for us, most of them are downtown near their home base at
Fareground. Enjoy wellness and fitness experiences with fantastic
instructors and learn something new or have some fun.

Feel the Burn at Barry’s
Put the pedal to the metal at Barry’s for some Bootcamp classes
with HIIT and strength-focused options. Enjoy a good workout
with a geatr playlist, and you can fuel up after your workout at
their shake bar.

Shake it Out at Ballet Austin
Ballet Austin offers a wide array of fitness classes as well at the
Butler Center for Dance and Fitness. They teach weight and
resistance training for gentle aging, Feldenkrais, strengthening
and stretching classes, Pilates and of course, incredibly fun adult
dance classes.

Find Your Community at RIDE
Looking for a ridiculous amount of fun on a bike? Jam out to some
killer playlists and enjoy themed rides at RIDE. This cycling studio
is all about welcoming you into their tribe and making you feel
good off the bike and on.

YOGA • BIKE • WALK • ROW • DANCE

Get Your Om on at YTX
YTX, formerly known as Wanderlust, is a yoga studio downtown
that offers a wide variety of classes. The studios are very spacious
with no mirrors and low lighting, so you don’t feel self-conscious.
Yogis can choose their practice based on their schedule and what
their body needs that particular day.

Sweat it Out at Soul Cycle
If you want an intense ride with some really motivating instructors,
this studio is a great place to try. Classes take place in rooms
which are lit by candles that match the mood of the inspirational
messages delivered by your assigned cycling instructor. Hop on a
stationary bike and tackle some crazy terrains while you improve
your cardio endurance.

Try A Class at CorePower Yoga
Grab a water bottle and your mat to and head to CorePower Yoga
downtown. This studio offers a few staple classes and rotates
through special classes. The staples are Powercore 1, Powercore
2, Yoga Sculpt and Hot Power Fusion.

Take a Stroll Around Downtown
Looking to get some steps in and see the good sites? Take a stroll
down Congress while you are listing to the audio tour developed
by the Austin Chapter of the American Institute of Architects or a
self-guided tour of the artworks downtown in the Austin Art in
Public Places collection.

Get Your Blood Pumping at Rō Fitness
The best part about this studio is the location. Rō Fitness is
located at Waller Creek Boathouse, which means you can stare
out onto Lady Bird Lake as you’re working out on your rowing
machine. The team pulls the machines out onto the patio
overlooking the lake, meaning you can get in some Vitamin D as
you row your way to better health.

Hit the Lake with Austin Rowing Club
If you’re looking for a fun and functional arm exercise, we
recommend renting a kayak from Rō Fitness’s downstairs
neighbor, Austin Rowing Club. The staff is friendly and will help
you get into a kayak quickly. If you want a fun, full-body workout,
try out a standup paddleboard.

https://www.capmetro.org/ourservices/metrobike
https://thetrailfoundation.org/explore/about-the-butler-trail/
https://thetrailfoundation.org/explore/about-the-butler-trail/
https://republicsquare.org/events
https://republicsquare.org/events
https://www.indeedtower.com/
https://www.swiftfitevents.com/events
https://www.barrys.com/the-workout/
https://balletaustin.org/dance-fitness/calendarsectiondance-fitness/
https://www.ride-indoorcycling.com/about-ride/
https://ytxaustin.com/class-schedule
https://www.corepoweryoga.com/yoga-fitness-classes
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1EMQ1cqrkIoCmx8O5-HoldDVLn2BaG7i7&ll=30.26617241559423%2C-97.75020759926025&z=16
https://austinrowing.org/


ACL Live at the Moody Theater – 310 Willie Nelson Blvd, Austin, TX 78701
Antone’s – 305 E 5th St, Austin, TX 78701
Cactus Cafe – 2247 Guadalupe St, Austin, TX 78712
Cedar Street Courtyard – 208 W 4th St, Ste C, Austin, TX 78701
Cheer Up Charlies – 900 Red River St, Austin, TX 78701
Elephant Room – Swift Building, 315 Congress Ave, Austin, TX 78701
Elysium – 705 Red River St, Austin, TX 78701
Empire Control Room & Garage – 606 E 7th St, Austin, TX 78701
Flamingo Cantina – 515 East 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
Friends Bar – 208 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
The Long Center for Performing Arts – 701 W Riverside Dr, Austin, TX 78704
Stateside at the Paramount – 719 Congress Ave, Austin, TX 78701
Mala Vida – 708 E. 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
Mohawk – 912 Red River St, Austin, TX 78701
Parker Jazz Club – 117 W 4th Street, Ste 107B, Austin, TX 78701
Moody Amphitheater – Waterloo Park – 500 E 12th St, Austin, TX 78701
Parish – 214 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
Pete’s Dueling Piano Bar – 421 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
San Jac Saloon – 300 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
Schlotz Garten – 1607 San Jacinto Blvd, Austin, Texas 78701
Speakeasy – 412 Congress Ave, Austin, TX 78701
Stubb’s – 801 Red River, Austin, TX 78701
Summit – 120 W 5th St, Austin, TX 78701
Swan Dive – 615 Red River St, Austin, TX 78701
Tellers Austin – 607 Trinity St, Austin, TX 78701
The Belmont – 305 W 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
The Green Jay – 711 Red River St, Austin, TX 78701
The Venue – 516 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701

LIVE MUSIC VENUES

OTHER LIVE EVENTS
COMEDY SHOWS
Esther’s Follies 525 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
The Creek and the Cave 611 E 7th St, Austin, TX 78701
The Velveeta Room 521 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701

DRAG SHOWS
Barbarella 611 Red River St, Austin, TX 78701
Halcyon 218 West 4th Street, Austin, TX 78701
The Iron Bear 301 W 6th St, Austin, TX 78701
Irene’s 506 West Ave, Austin, TX 78701
Oilcan Harry’s 211 West 4th Street, Austin, Texas 78701
Rain on 4th 217 W 4th St, Austin, TX 78701

FESTIVALS (JUST TO NAME A FEW)
- SXSW (South by Southwest)
- Bat Fest
- ACL Festival
- Hot Summer Nights
- Free Week 
- Blues on the Green
- Austin Reggae Fest
- Levitation

https://acl-live.com/
https://antonesnightclub.com/
https://cactuscafe.org/
https://cedarstreetatx.com/
http://cheerupcharlies.com/events/month/
https://elephantroom.com/calendar
http://www.elysiumonline.net/
https://empireatx.com/
https://flamingocantina.com/
https://friendsbar.com/
https://thelongcenter.org/
https://www.austintheatre.org/
http://malavidaaustin.com/
https://mohawkaustin.com/
https://www.parkerjazzclub.com/calendar?view=calendar&month=08-2021
https://waterloogreenway.org/events/
https://parishaustin.com/
http://www.petesduelingpianobar.com/
https://www.sanjacsaloon.com/
http://www.scholzgarten.com/calendar/
http://speakeasyaustin.com/
https://www.stubbsaustin.com/concert-listings
https://summitaustin.com/events-calendar/
http://www.swandiveaustin.com/
https://www.tellersaustin.com/
https://thebelmontaustin.com/live-music-and-social-events
https://www.thegreenjayaustin.com/
https://thevenueatx.com/
https://www.esthersfollies.com/
https://creekandcave.com/
https://www.thevelveetaroom.com/
https://www.instagram.com/barbarella_atx/?hl=en
http://halcyoncoffeebar.com/?location=austin
http://www.theironbear.com/
http://irenesaustin.com/
https://oilcanharrys.com/?fbclid=IwAR1i1lTAwsKM6xIho0o3XTEddcR-Eg9VWArJk9np2ffKBiBGrcCiNxhO250
http://www.rainon4th.com/
https://www.sxsw.com/
http://www.roadwayevents.com/event/bat-fest/
https://www.aclfestival.com/
https://redriverculturaldistrict.org/hot-summer-nights/
https://redriverculturaldistrict.org/free-week/
https://redriverculturaldistrict.org/free-week/
https://www.acl-radio.com/blues-on-the-green/
http://www.austinreggaefest.com/
https://levitation.fm/


Business
• Austin’s “Central Texas State Highway 130 Corridor” is the least expensive among 30 top high-tech corridors in the U.S. for annual operating costs for

companies in high-growth advanced manufacturing sectors according to new report from The Boyd Company. Business Facilities, January, 2023.

• Austin is one of the Top 10 U.S. Metros for Logistics Facility Investment based on projects won over the last 3 years. Site Selection, January, 2023.

• Austin, with 416 deals garnering $4.9 billion in 2022, is one of the top 10 U.S. metros for VC investment. Pitchbook, January, 2023.

• Texas is No. 3 in Site Selection’s annual Top State Business Climate ranking and tied for 4th in the Executive Survey component based on site selector’s

experience locating projects in the states. Site Selection, November 2022.

• Austin is No. 1 on annual STEM Job Growth Index based STEM trends and other socioeconomic, business and fiscal indicators influencing growth prospects

among the top 50 metro areas. RCLCO Real Estate Consulting, November 2022.

• Austin is the 2nd fastest growing metropolitan economy in the U.S. in 2022. Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise, October 2022

• Austin is one of the Top 15 U.S. Cities for Foreign Multinationals to do Business In according to the Financial Times and Nikkei. Financial Times, October 2022

Lifestyle
• Austin is the No. 2 Best Metro Area for STEM Professionals in ranking of the top 100 metros across 21 measures of professional opportunities, STEM-

friendliness, and quality of life. WalletHub, January, 2023.

• Austin, with “spectacular entertainment districts, ubiquitous culture, top-notch restaurants, more than 250 music venues,” is among the Top 25 Most

Popular U.S. Destinations in TripAdvisor’s annual Travelers' Choice Best of the Best Awards. TripAdvisor, January 2023.

• Austin ranks as the No. 2 most preferred market for real estate investment according to annual U.S. Investor Intentions Survey. CBRE, January 2023.

Austin is ranked No. 4 on the Financial Health Index rating of metros with population over 1 million based on measures of business, household, and

municipal/state financial health. TheCreditReview, January 2023.

• Austin is one of the Top 20 Places where American are Happiest according to ranking of over 160 U.S. cities based on indicators of personal finance, well-

being and quality of life. SmartAsset, December 2022.

• Austin is one of the Top 20 Arts-Vibrant Large Communities according to the National Center for Arts Research annual Arts Vibrancy Index ranking of over

900 communities across the U.S. SMU DataArts, December 2022.

• Austin is the Best College Town in America according to comparison of 400 cities on key indicators of academic, social and economic opportunities for

students. WalletHub, November 2022.

• Austin ranks 7th on Best Cities for Singles list focused on dating-friendliness indicators in 180 U.S. cities. WalletHub, November 2022.

Jobs & Employment
• Austin is the Best City for Entrepreneurs in 2022 in ranking based on VC funding, SBA loan funding, and personal and corporate income tax rates in the top

50 U.S. metro areas. The Zebra, December 2022. 

• Austin is No. 1 on annual STEM Job Growth Index based STEM trends and other socioeconomic, business and fiscal indicators influencing growth prospects

among the top 50 metro areas. RCLCO Real Estate Consulting, November 2022.

• The University of Texas at Austin ranks 9th in annual global ranking of university undergraduate programs producing the most venture capital-backed

founders. Pitchbook, October 2022.

Technology
• Austin is the No. 1 City Best Prepared for a “Smart City” Future according to ranking of 100 European and U.S. cities based on measures of technology

infrastructure, green infrastructure, and the tech jobs market. ProptechOS, November 2022

• Austin ranks 11th nationally and 25th globally in ranking of 201 startup ecosystems based on measures of capital and investment, innovation and talent, and

entrepreneurship. Dealroom.co, December 2022.

https://businessfacilities.com/2023/01/new-report-compares-operating-costs-across-high-tech-corridors/
https://siteselection.com/issues/2023/jan/pandemic-pressure-only-accentuated-top-logistics-locations-performance.cfm
https://siteselection.com/issues/2023/jan/pandemic-pressure-only-accentuated-top-logistics-locations-performance.cfm
https://files.pitchbook.com/website/files/pdf/Q4_2022_PitchBook-NVCA_Venture_Monitor.pdf
https://files.pitchbook.com/website/files/pdf/Q4_2022_PitchBook-NVCA_Venture_Monitor.pdf
https://siteselection.com/issues/2022/nov/the-2022-business-climate-rankings.cfm
https://www.rclco.com/publication/2022-stem-job-growth-index-stemdex/
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-metro-areas-for-stem-professionals/9200
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-metro-areas-for-stem-professionals/9200
https://tripadvisor.mediaroom.com/2023-01-18-Tripadvisor-Travelers-Choice-Destinations-Award-the-Best-of-the-Best-Places-to-Travel-in-2023
https://www.cbre.com/insights/briefs/2023-us-investor-intentions-survey-less-investment-activity-expected
https://www.cbre.com/insights/briefs/2023-us-investor-intentions-survey-less-investment-activity-expected
https://thecreditreview.com/business-banking/financial-health-index-of-us-cities
https://smartasset.com/data-studies/where-americans-are-happiest-2022
https://culturaldata.org/arts-vibrancy-2022/executive-summary/
https://wallethub.com/edu/e/best-worst-college-cities-and-towns-in-america/8974
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-cities-for-singles/9015
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-cities-for-singles/9015
https://www.thezebra.com/resources/research/best-cities-for-entrepreneurs/
https://www.thezebra.com/resources/research/best-cities-for-entrepreneurs/
https://www.rclco.com/publication/2022-stem-job-growth-index-stemdex/
https://pitchbook.com/news/articles/pitchbook-university-rankings
https://proptechos.com/smart-city-index/
https://proptechos.com/smart-city-index/
https://dealroom.co/startup-ecosystem-benchmarking






Limebike
Lime was founded with the intention of making life more accessible
in crowded urban areas while also decreasing our carbon footprint.
LimeBike's dockless bike rentals provide visitors with an affordable
and convenient way to move around the city. Download the app to
find nearby bikes, scan the bike to unlock and start your ride. When
you're done, park your bike and lock up to finalize your trip.

Public Transportation

SuperShuttle Not all hotels Downtown have shuttle services. An
alternative is SuperShuttle, which offers shared rides, single-group
rides and luxury and SUV options. Prices vary and can be booked
online, through their app, or by calling 800/258-3826.

CapMetro – Austin's multimodal public transit system – is the
easiest way to explore Downtown and the greater Austin area.
Single bus rides start at $1.25, while day passes run as little as
$2.50. You can buy tickets online, at most grocery stores, or
through the CapMetro app, which also gives you up-to-date travel
information.

What might be your best bet is MetroRapid, Capital Metro's
express bus service that covers Austin’s busiest corridors. There
are only two rapid buses – Route 801 and Route 803 – that run
between North Austin and South Austin. Rapid buses run every 10
minutes during peak weekday hours and every 15 minutes during
peak hours on the weekend. MetroRapid costs the same as regular
CapMetro buses – $1.25 for a single ride, $2.50 for a day pass,
$11.25 for a 7-day pass, and $41.25 for a 31-day pass.

Buses typically stop running around midnight, but CapMetro offers
Night Owl and E-bus services in any late-night pinch. Night Owl
buses run every 20-30 minutes from midnight until 3:30am, Monday
through Saturday. You can catch a late-night bus from East Sixth
Street and Congress Avenue to neighborhoods in North and South
Austin. Single rides are $1.25. The E-bus operates Thursday
through Saturday from 8:30pm-3:00am during the fall and spring
semesters at the University of Texas. It picks up on East Sixth and
Colorado streets and drops off on the main UT campus, West
Campus, and Riverside Drive. E-bus single rides are also $1.25.

Finally, MetroRail is a 26-mile commuter rail line that runs between
Leander and Downtown Austin during the week, and from Lakeline
to Downtown on Saturdays. It drops off outside the Austin
Convention Center on Fourth Street between Neches and Trinity
streets and costs $3.50 per ride.

Check www.capmetro.org or call the GO Line at 512/474-1200 for
more info. If you’re going to be a regular rider, the app – which
allows you to purchase tickets, plan trips, and track buses in real
time – is essential.

https://www.austinchronicle.com/austin-visitors-guide/transportation/

Uber
After Uber’s year long hiatus away from the city, the ride-hailing
company came back to Austin in 2017. Uber gives you six different
ways to ride, from regular to large vehicles, as well as wheelchair
accessible and luxury rides. The company also has its UberPool,
where you can share rides with other users going to the same
destination to cut costs. 

Lyft
Lyft also left Austin along with its ride-hailing counterpart and
came back around the same time. Like Uber, it also has six ride
types to choose from, each holding one to six passengers with
varying fares. 

Wingz
Wingz specializes in airport rides booked in advance. Rates vary,
but you can get a quote and book your ride through the app,
available on Android and iOS platforms.

zTrip
zTrip's ExecuCar offers scheduled sedan and SUV service to and
from the airport. You can book your ride ahead of time  instantly
online or through its app. Rates vary.

Waze Carpool
You already use Waze to navigate gnarly traffic; now use it to
combine forces – as a driver or a rider – with enough commuters to
hit the HOV lane.

Scooters
A novel solution to traffic congestion, or public safety risk? The
dockless transportation movement is a divisive one, with some
praising electric scooters for being fast, cheap, easy to access, and
environmentally sound, and others arguing that the scooters –
which are rented, usually, by the hour, and can be abandoned
anywhere when you’re done with it – pose serious safety risks via
blocked sidewalks, for instance, or uncertainty over the rules. If you
can, use one of the city’s recently installed “parking boxes” for
dockless bikes and scooters around Downtown and West Campus.
Here are some of the dockless operators currently in Austin:

GOAT
GOAT was started right here in Austin, making it the only dockless
scooter sharing company with homegrown roots. The roots are
also humble as the company is being run by a small team of people
working out of a garage to make the electric scooters. Like the two
bigger scooter companies, it’s $1 to ride, and 25 cents per minute.

Spin
The bright orange Spin scooters follow the same price model as
most of its fellow competitors, being $1 to start and 15 cents for
every minute after.

Lyft
Check out a scooter using the same app you use to call a Lyft. $1
to rent and 27 cents per minute after.

& SCOOTERS
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

https://www.supershuttle.com/?_ga=1.37162208.1144723468.1466440673
https://www.capmetro.org/
https://capmetro.org/app/
http://www.downtownaustin.com/experience/metrorail
https://www.capmetro.org/
https://capmetro.org/app/
https://www.uber.com/
https://www.lyft.com/
https://www.wingz.me/
https://www.ztrip.com/austin/
https://www.waze.com/carpool
https://www.ridegoat.com/
https://www.spin.app/
https://www.lyft.com/scooters/austin-tx





