A U S T I N Texas
Austin’s culture of innovation and creativity is on display every
day in “the Live Music Capital of the World.” Our dynamic
ecosystem of 42,000 small businesses is supported by
numerous incubators, accelerators, and a municipallyfunded Small Business Development Program. Austin hosts a
major technology cluster, with industry giants like Dell,
Advanced Micro Devices, Intel, 3M, IBM, Samsung, NXP
Semiconductors, and National Instruments.Austin’s growth is
fueled by strong competitive advantages: a highly skilled
workforce, modern infrastructure, and international
connectivity. The University of Texas at Austin, a world-class
research institution and one of the largest universities in the
nation, is a major contributor to Austin’s highly educated
workforce and creative sector, graduating 12,000 students
annually. The city known for “weird” is wired as well, as Google
Fiber and AT&T deploy Gigabit-speed internet in Austin.
Additionally, our international presence continues to grow, as
visitors from all over the world convene in Austin to participate
in events such as SXSW, Formula 1 United States Grand Prix,
and Austin City Limits.

Quality of Life
Why do so many smart, creative and successful people and
companies call Austin home? It's more than a great place to
work and do business. On top of our thriving economy, we offer
unmatched quality of life – for all kinds of people. That unique
and engaging Austin character is built on a solid foundation.
We're a community that offers a safe environment, solid
schools, healthy and charming neighborhoods, and big-city
amenities at a small-town pace. It's no wonder so many people
come to Austin "temporarily" ... and end up staying. Our
gorgeous natural setting, in one of America's most unique
landscapes, offers plenty of opportunities to get outdoors for
fitness, recreation and relaxation. But if you're more the indoor
type, we've also got a world-famous live music scene and
equally exciting happenings in the creative and performing
arts. In Austin, it's easy to make a habit out of having fun.As
Austin takes its place among the world's leading cities, our
cultural vitality and lifestyle assets continue to grow. Sure, the
city is always changing, but it's usually changing for the better.
And you can always find your place in Austin – making friends
and getting what you want out of life

Among the region's strong assets is the Central Texas workforce,
representing one of the most educated talent pools in the
country. In the Austin metro, 46.6% of adults have at least a
bachelor's degree, compared to 32.6% nationally, putting Austin
in the top 10 among the largest metros. The region benefits from
over 50 colleges and universities and 400,000 enrolled students
within a 100-mile radius. Our growing workforce is young and
eager, with a median age that is over four years younger than that
of the rest of the nation.
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Why the Austin region?

Education overview

Austin is a one-of-a-kind place that defies stereotypes. It is

Highly rated elementary and secondary schools contribute to both
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progressive and fiercely entrepreneurial; pro-business and
quality of life and beginnings of exceptional labor pools to come.
pro-environment; easy going and hardworking. The Austin region

Austin area households enjoy diverse options in education, including

won't just welcome your business; it will make it better.

29 public school districts, 27 charter school districts, and over 100

BEECHTOWN HAIR AND
BEAUTY SALON

private schools. The University of Texas and 26 other public and private

Music

universities and colleges with a combined enrollment of nearly 180,000

Live music, and music in many other forms, is everywhere in Austin.
Musicians play in everything from grocery stores (Central

Market, Whole Foods) to city council meetings. They play outdoors
at the Blues on the Green series and at festivals: Austin City
Limits and South by Southwest you've likely heard of, but there's
also Urban Music Festival, Old Settler's Music Fest, the Pecan Street
Festival and many more worth checking out. Mostly, you'll find
Austin musicians at clubs, coffeehouses, bars, taquerias,
auditoriums and concert halls - and with more than 250 live music
venues, it can be intimidating knowing where to start.

Art, recreation & entertainment
Our gorgeous natural setting, in one of America's most unique

provide an ample supply of well-educated workers to area employers.
Within 200 miles of Austin, an additional 95 four-year colleges and
universities enroll over 422,000 students. Nearly 45% of Austin area
residents age 25 and over hold a bachelor's degree.
Public school systems
Each year, U.S. News & World Report ranks public high schools. In 2019,
data was collected on more than 23,000 public high schools and 17,245
of those were ranked on six factors based on their performance on
state assessments and how well they prepare students for college. This
year, 21 Austin area high schools rank in the top 10% nationally. The
schools, representing seven different districts plus several charter
operators, account for 32% of area high school enrollments.

landscapes, offers plenty of opportunities to get outdoors for
fitness, recreation and relaxation. But if you're more the indoor
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type, we've also got a world-famous live music scene and equally

Texas consistently ranks as one of the nation's most favorable business

exciting happenings in the creative and performing arts. In Austin,

climates based on its low tax burden and competitive regulatory

it's easy to make a habit out of having fun.As Austin takes its place

environment. In Texas, aggregate costs for real estate, energy, wages

among the world's leading cities, our cultural vitality and lifestyle

and taxes are below most states in the country. Texas features no

assets continue to grow. Sure, the city is always changing, but it's

personal or corporate income tax, and overall the state has one of the

usually changing for the better. And you can always find your place

lowest state and local tax burdens in the nation, ranking 32nd among

in Austin – making friends and getting what you want out of life.

the 50 states in taxes paid per capita and ranking 38th in taxes paid per
$1,000 of personal income.

Business & industry overview
Texas consistently ranks as one of the nation’s most favorable

TRANSPORTATION

business climates based on its low tax burden and competitive

Austin's land and air transportation are favorable for materials

regulatory environment. Texas features no personal income tax,

distribution and business travel. Distribution takes advantage of the

and overall the state has one of the lowest state and local tax

region's location in Central Texas at the intersection of I-35 and a

burdens in the nation, ranking 38th among the 50 states in taxes

network of U.S. and state highways.

paid per $1,000 of personal income. Texas consistently places as
one of the best states for business in numerous rankings.

https://www.austinchamber.com/economic-development/community-profiles/austin
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