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Introduction
For more than 25 years, the Downtown Austin Alli-
ance has been committed to the economic prosperity 
of downtown Austin. We use our expertise to ensure 
downtown continues to serve as an amenity for 
Austin’s 2 million residents and 27 million annual 
visitors, while it also continues to grow and thrive as 
the economic engine of our region. 

Additionally, Austin has quickly established itself 
as part of a new, emerging class of 21st century cities 

that serve as a window to first wave development 
trends. As the trusted stewards of this special place, 
we will continue to provide expertise, vision and lead-
ership that help downtown Austin grow in a respon-
sible, accessible and sustainable way for the benefit of 
the entire region. 

We are committed to ensuring downtown Austin is 
the downtown you will always love. 

Growing. Thriving. Emerging.

State of  
Downtown Austin

2018 DOWNTOWN  
BY THE NUMBERS

TAXABLE

Property 
Value

The State of Downtown report is a market snapshot illustrating 
the central role downtown plays as Austin's economic, 
governmental and cultural center.

14.9M
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93,665  
DOWNTOWN EMPLOYEES

14,671  
DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS
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The Downtown You Will Always Love

Downtown Austin

About the Downtown PID 
In 1993, the downtown property owners petitioned the 
City of Austin to create a Public Improvement District 
(PID) to address the unique needs of downtown Aus-
tin. The PID is currently authorized through 2023. The 
Downtown Alliance’s primary funding source comes 
from a special assessment on privately owned, com-

mercial properties (over $500,000) within the PID.
We use this revenue to provide direct services 

supporting downtown’s safety and cleanliness. We also 
work as a full-time advocate for downtown through 
dozens of programs and initiatives that increase down-
town’s value and vitality.

DOWNTOWN  
AUSTIN  

BOUNDARIES
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Downtown  
PID Boundary

Downtown 
Austin Plan 
Boundary

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BLVD

15TH STREET

11TH STREET

4TH STREET

CESAR CHAVEZ STREET

BARTON SPRINGS ROAD EAST RIVERSIDE DR
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Business
• Austin is one of 25 winning cities in the American Cities Climate Challenge based on innovative and ambitious city climate action 

planning efforts. BLOOMBERG PHILANTHROPIES, January 2019

• Austin has the 2nd fastest growing U.S. airport based on 63% growth in passenger numbers over the last decade. UPGRADED-

POINTS.COM, December 2018

• Austin is the Best Place in America for Starting a Business. INC., December 2018

• Austin ranks No. 4 in a ranking of the Best Cities for Conferences in 2018. SMARTASSET, October 2018

• Texas is the No. 2 State for Doing Business and ranks 1st in categories including cost of doing business, corporate tax environment, and 

competitive labor environment, based on annual survey of site selection consultants. AREA DEVELOPMENT, October 2018

• Austin ranks No. 2 on CNBC’s list of Cities Where Jobs are Plentiful and Businesses are Thriving. CNBC, September 2018

• Austin is 6th on list of 10 Cities Americans are Flocking to where Salaries are Rising. CNBC, September 2018

• Austin is one of the 13 Most Tourist-Friendly Cities in the U.S. EXPEDIA, September 2018

• Austin is No. 1 in Linkedin’s ranking of U.S. Cities Attracting the Most Workers. LINKEDIN, August 2018

• Austin ranks 9th for rate of financed growth firms, 2nd for rate of organic growth firms, & 7th for small business life expectancy in study of 

1.3 million small businesses’ performance over the last 5 years in 25 major U.S. metros. JPMORGAN CHASE INSTITUTE, August 2018

• Austin ranks No. 3 for Economic Growth Potential and is the No. 2 Tech Hub based concentration of tech jobs in Business Facilities’ 2018 

Metro Rankings Report. BUSINESS FACILITIES, July 2018

• Texas ranks No. 2 for Business Climate and No. 3 for Economic Growth Potential in Business Facilities’ annual State Rankings Report. 

BUSINESS FACILITIES, July 2018

• The City of Austin is No. 5 on EPA ranking of the largest Local Government Green Power Users. U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

AGENCY, July 2018

• Austin ranks 7th in North America and 52nd globally in Economic Performance Index ranking of the 300 largest global economies. 

BROOKINGS INSTITUTION, June 2018

• Austin will be the fastest growing top 50 metro economy through 2022, with average annual GMP growth of 3.7%.

U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS, June 2018

Lifestyle
• Austin is the No. 1 destination for beer travel in 2019 due to the number and quality of craft breweries and beer-and-food pairing 

establishments.VINEPAIR, January 2019

• Austin is one of the 16 Most Relaxing Cities for a Vacation. REMEDYREVIEW, December 2018

• Austin is the Best College Town in America. WALLETHUB, December 2018

• Austin is the Best Big City to Live in Right Now. MONEY, November 2018

•Austin is the Best Place for Veterans to Live in ranking of the 100 largest U.S. cities based on 18 measures of employment, economy, quality 

of life, and health. WALLETHUB, November 2018
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This product is being provided as a general service to the community at large without the condition of the referral of title 
insurance business. Austin Title makes no express or implied warranty with respect to the information contained herein 

and accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of said information.
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• Austin is No. 6 on ranking Best Winter Vacation Destinations for Warm-Weather Lovers WALLETHUB, October 2018

• Austin is one of the top 10 metro areas people are moving to based on residential real estate search activity in Q3 2018.

REDFIN, October 2018

• Austin is one of the Top 10 Best Foodie Cities in America. WALLETHUB, October 2018

• Austin & Round Rock are among the 20 Fastest Growing Cities in America and Austin is the fastest growing large city in ranking based on 

15 demographic and economic measures. WALLETHUB, October 2018

• Austin is one of the 15 Most Fun Cities in America. WALLETHUB, September 2018

• Austin is one of the Top 5 Most Livable State Capitals. SMARTASSET, September 2018

• Austin is the 8th Best Place to Buy a House in ranking of the 63 largest U.S. cities. WALLETHUB, September 2018

• Austin is one of the Top 10 Places to Retire according to assessment of 180 cities. WALLETHUB, August 2018

• Austin is the No. 4 Most Pet-Friendly City in ranking of the 100 largest cities. WALLETHUB, August 2018

• Austin is one of 15 Large Cities with the Highest Share of Black Residents with STEM Bachelor’s Degrees. BROOKINGS, August 2018

• Austin is the 8th Safest City in America among cities with 300,000 or greater population. SAFEWISE, August 2018

• Austin is the 3rd Best City to Live In according to ranking of the 63 largest U.S. cities based on affordability, economy, education, health, 

quality of life & safety. WALLETHUB, July 2018

• Austin is No. 3 on Best Cities for Renters ranking. SMARTASSET, July 2018

• Texas is America’s Top State for Business. CNBC, July 2018

• Among the 150 largest U.S. metros, Austin ranks as the 8th Most Educated City in America. WALLETHUB, July 2018

Jobs & Employment
• Austin is ranked 4th of the Best Cities for STEM Professionals.WALLETHUB, January 2019

• Texas is the Top-Ranked State for Firm Relocations. FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF DALLAS, January 2019

• Austin continues to attract the most workers—for every 10,000 LinkedIn members in Austin, 212 arrived in the last 12 months.

LINKEDIN, November 2018

• Austin is one of the Top 10 fastest growing job markets in ranking of all 381 U.S. metropolitan areas for percent change over the last 5 

years. HOWMUCH.NET, October 2018

• Austin is the Biggest Boomtown in America in ranking of the U.S. metros seeing the biggest influx of people, work opportunities and 

business growth. MAGNIFYMONEY, August 2018

• Austin is No. 1 in Linkedin’s ranking of U.S. Cities Attracting the Most Workers. LINKEDIN, August 2018

• Austin is No. 3 Best Performing Economy in ranking of the top 40 U.S. metros. BUSINESS INSIDER, July 2018

• Austin is No. 2 in Forbes’ annual ranking of America’s Best Cities for Jobs. FORBES, May 2018

Technology
• Austin ranks among the top Digital Economies of the Future, placing in the top 10 for Digital Infrastructure & Environment (No. 2) & Business 

Friendliness (No. 9). FDI INTELLIGENCE, October 2018

• Austin is featured on Cushman & Wakefield’s “Tech Cities 2.0” list as one of ten cities where technology is critical to the economy.

CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD, September 2018

• Austin is the Best City to be a Game Developer. VALUEGAMERS, September 2018

• Austin is the No. 6 Tech Talent Market based on its depth, vitality and attractiveness to tech employers and tech talent.

CBRE, July 2018

• Austin ranks No. 3 for Economic Growth Potential and is the No. 2 Tech Hub based concentration of tech jobs in Business Facilities’ 2018 

Metro Rankings Report. BUSINESS FACILITIES, July 2018

• Austin is one of North America’s Most Competitive Cities for electronics (#2), IT and communications (#5), and life sciences (#5) invest-

ments. SITE SELECTION, May 2018

  

This product is being provided as a general service to the community at large without the condition of the referral of title insurance business.  Austin Title makes no express 
or implied warranty with respect to the information contained herein and accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of said information. 



  

Downtown 
Development
Shaping the Center of the City

Growth and Opportunity
In 2018, Austin was ranked the fastest growing large 
city in America, and you do not need to look further 
than downtown to see it for yourself. In the last year, 
downtown Austin has experienced a significant amount 
of development in all categories at a larger scale than 
ever before. Since the Downtown Alliance completed its 
future development capacity analysis in 2016, down-
town has developed almost 11 million square feet. 

With current zoning and pace of development, 
downtown has hit just over half of its development 
capacity. Demand remains strong, although office, 
residential and hotel markets are limited by supply. As 
Austin looks to revise its land development code in the 
coming years, adding supply in downtown is a critical 
solution to meeting Austin's housing demand, more 
pedestrian activity and overall economic output. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS

▶ At 70 million square feet developed, downtown has hit just over half its development capacity 
according to current land development codes.

▶ With such a strong market demand for development in the urban core, adding supply will 
produce a number of benefits including increased activity and economic output.

2018 COMPLETED 
PROJECTS

PROJECTS UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION 

5th + West Residences Residential

Fairmont Hotel Hotel

Hyatt House Hotel

Miller Blueprint Building (The Goodnight) Restaurant 

Third + Shoal O�ce

Travis County Ronnie Earle Building O�ce

UT Robert B. Rowling Hall Education

HOTEL OFFICE RESIDENTIAL RETAIL

5th & Brazos Hotel 300 Colorado 70 Rainey Street Plaza Saltillo

Austin Proper Hotel & Residences SXSW Center Alexan Capitol  

Canopy by Hilton Block 71 Gables Republic Square PARK

East Austin Hotel Block 185 Plaza Saltillo Apartments Waterloo Park

Marriot Hotel at Cesar Chavez 200 E 18th The Independent  

The Otis Hotel and AC Hotel O�ces at Saltillo East  INFRASTRUCTURE

 State O�ce Building #1  Downtown Transit Station

 405 Colorado

RiverSouth



  

DOWNTOWN 
DEVELOPMENT  

BY THE NUMBERS
PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

PROJECTS PLANNED 

Projects
UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

Projects
PLANNED

MSF

MSF

26

32

7.0

9.5

&

&

3,017  
RESIDENTIAL UNITS

3,370  
RESIDENTIAL UNITS

12,632  
SF RESTAURANT

44,736  
SF RESTAURANT

2,040  
HOTEL ROOMS

930  
HOTEL ROOMS

148,832  
SF RETAIL 

166,181 
SF RETAIL 

Downtown 
Development
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DOWNTOWN 
AUSTIN'S EMERGING 

PROJECTS

DEVELOPMENT 
POTENTIAL

Downtown's value and impact across the city will continue to rise as the downtown development boom continues at a 
brisk pace.  Above is a snapshot of downtown’s current development projects as of March 1, 2019.

SF Existing
OR UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION

SF Redevelopment 
OPPORTUNITYSF Planned

OR PROPOSED

70
M

9.5
 M 48 M
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Recently 
Completed

Under 
Construction

Planned

Master 
Planned
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Duncan
Park

Pease
Park

Lady Bird Lake

Austin
Community

College
-

Rio Grande
Campus

House
Park

stadium

360
Condos

Ballet
Austin

Austin
Music
Hall

The
Monarch

Austin
City Lofts

404
Rio Grande

Austin
City Hall

Long Center
for the

Performing Arts

Bridges
on the
Park

Silicon
Labs

CSC

W Austin Hotel
and Residences

AMLI
on 2nd

AMLI
Downtown

Austin
Children's
Museum

The
Ashton

Thomas Green
Water Treatment Plant

Seaholm
Power
Plant

Republic
Square

Brush
Square

Wooldridge
Square

Granger
Building

(Travis Co.)

Governor's
Mansion

Texas
State Capitol

Frost Bank
Tower

One
American

Center

Bank of
America
Center

301
Congress

One
Congress

Plaza

Neil Kocurek Memorial

Austin Convention Center

100
Congress

Salvation
Army

Littlefield
Building

Scarbrough
Building

OMNI Hotel

Driskill
Hotel

Waterloo
Park

Symphony
Square

Palm
Park

Four Seasons
Hotel

Hyatt
Regency

Hotel

Lone Star
Riverboat Cruises

Embassy
Suites
Hotel

Austin
American-Statesman

Whole
Foods

Frank
Erwin
Center

Hampton Inn
& Suites

Hilton
Austin

Sheraton
Hotel

Super 8

Club Hotel
by Doubletree

University
Medical

Center at
Brackenridge

Intercontinental -
Stephen F. Austin

Hotel

JP Morgan
Chase
Bank

300
W. 6th

GSD&M
Idea City

One
Texas
Center

Town Lake
Center

The
Nokonah

The
Milago

Mexican-American
Cultural Center

Towers of
Town Lake

APD
Headquarters

Municipal
Court

Spring

Gables
Park Plaza

Federal
Courthouse

Museum
Tower

AMOA

Four
Seasons

Residences

98
San Jacinto

Radisson
Hotel

Doubletree

The
Shore

Legacy
Town Lake

Post
Office

Ovation

State
Parking
Garage

Energy
Control
Center

Gables
West Avenue

La Zona
Rosa

Mellow
Johnny's

State
Hobby

Building

The
Austonian

Starr
Building

Convention
Center
Garage

Palmer
Events Center

New
Federal

Courthouse

St. Martin's
Lutheran
Church

ARCH

Pickle
Building

Thornberry
Building

St. David's
Episcopal

Church

St. Mary's
Cathedral

Old
Bakery

Capitol
Visitors
Center

Westgate
Tower

Plaza
Lofts

Habana

Lottery
Commission

Visitor's
Center

Texas
Tennis
Center

Trinity Garage

Nursing
School

Jamail Texas
Swimming Center

Employee Retirement
System Building

William B. Travis
Building

Lyndon B. Johnson
Building

Robert E. Johnson
Building

Texas Workforce
Commission Building

Austin
Center

Starlite

Texas Workforce
Commission Annex

Garage Q

Garage B

Garage A

Garage G

Garage R
Central Services

Building

Garage P

Sam Houston
Building

Garage F

State Archives
& Library

Visitor
Parking
Garage

State
Insurance
Building

Teacher Retirement
System Building

Stephen F. Austin
Building

Texas Historical
Commission

Texas Historical
Commission

John H. Reagan
Building

Texas Law
Center

Price Daniel
Building

Supreme
Court

Building

Capitol
Extension

(underground)

James Earl
Rudder
Building

Dewitt C. Greer
Building

State
Insurance

Annex

Thomas Jefferson
Rusk Building

Ernest O.
Thompson

Building

Garage E

Capitol
Complex
Childcare

William P. Clements
Building

Garage J

Centennial
Park
(UT)

Convention
Center
Garage

Parking Garage

Butler
Pitch 'n' Putt
Golf Course

Threadgill's

City Hall
Plaza

The Villas
on Town Lake

Residence
Inn

Courtyard
by Marriott

Hilton
Garden

Inn

State Theater

Paramount Theater

Brazos
Place

823 Congress

1005
Congress

816 Congress

Capitol
Center

Prosperity
Bank

Lavaca
Plaza

700
Lavaca

Norwood
Tower

Southwest
Tower

Bremond
Block

Austin
Women's Club

Extended
StayAmerica

Hotel

Brown
Building

arthouse

AT&T

Travis
County

Courthouse

Courthouse
Annex

Criminal
Justice
Center

County
Jail

First
Methodist

Church

Central
Christian
Church

Texas State
Teachers Association

1108
Lavaca

Central
Presbyterian

Church

St. Elias
Eastern

Orthodox
Church

First
Baptist
Church

First Church
of Christ
Scientist

GSD&M
Idea CityREI

Book
People

Pease
Elementary

School La Quinta
Hotel

Waller Creek
Center

Katz's

Red
Fez

Stubbs

Posada
del Rey

Thistle
Cafe

Avenue Lofts

Brazos Lofts

Railyard Condominiums

American Youthworks

Palm
School

Travis County
Health Dept.

Lakeside
Apartments

Holiday Inn
Town Lake

Caritas
of Austin

Wendy's

Greenwood
Towers

Scottish
Rite

Temple

W.O. Harper
Plumbing

Cambridge
Tower

Mr.
Gatti's

Taco
Cabana

Jack Brown
Cleaners

Chestnut
Square

1700
Rio Grande Rio

House

Meridian
Executive

Plaza

Ambassador
Building

Dog & Duck
Pub El

Mercado

La Vista
on

Lavaca
News 8
Austin

Gammon
Insurance

The Clay
Pit

1616
Guadalupe

Penthouse
Apartments

Wells
Fargo
Tower

Texas Chili
Parlor

Texas
Restaurant
Association

Texas
Medical

Association

Texas
Oil & Gas

Association

Texas
Association
of Counties

Travis
County
E.O.B.

Penthouse
Condominiums 1220

Colorado

Humanities
Texas

Caswell
House

1411
West Ave.

1400
Rio Grande
Apartments

Red
River
Flats

Mohawk

Iron
Cactus

Esther's
Follies

Boiling
Pot

Sabine
on 5th

True Blue
Tattoo

Waterloo
Records

Chico's

Shoal
Creek
Saloon

Austin
Land &
Cattle

Duncan
Park
BMX

Miller
Blueprint

Emo's

Red Eyed
Fly

Beerland

Room
710

Jaime's
Spanish
Village

Carmelo's

Chez
Nous

Old
Pecan
Street
Cafe

Parkside

Manuel's

Hickory 
Street

Little
City

Hut's Molotov

Opal
Devine's

Ranch
616

Aquarelle

Thai
Tara

Star
Bar

Little
Woodrow's Bess

The
Hoffbrau

Mother
Egan's

Frank &
Angie's

The
Belmont

Lucky
Lounge

Truluck's

Qua

The
Gingerman

Halcyon

Kenichi

SIX

Spaghetti
Warehouse

La Traviata

Sullivan's
Steakhouse

219
west

Cantina
Laredo

Cedar
Street

Taste

Jo's

III
Forks

Lambert's

Malaga Taverna

Which
Wich

Vicci

Imperia

Fado

Whiskey
Bar

Antone'sPure
Austin
Gym

300
N. Lamar

By George

Zanzibar

Texenza
Coffee

Jackson
Ruiz

Waterloo
Ice House Anthropologie

Emeralds

Austin
Sports

Car

Wildflower

Cheapo
Discs

Aziz

The
Tavern

House
Park

Bar B Que

Einstein
Bagels

Austin
Java

Word
of Mouth
Catering

ACC
Bookstore

Wiggy's

Whole
Earth

Provision
Co.

Wink

Tate
Austin
Hahn

Regency

Regency
South

Lantana

The Inn at
Pearl Street

The Mansion at
Judge’s Hill

Brackenridge
Annex

Brackenridge
Professional

Building

Clinical
Education

Center

HealthSouth
Rehabilitation

Hospital

garage

Brick
Oven
Pizza

Texas
Municipal

Retirement
system

Serrano's Velocity
Credit
Union

Velocity
Annex

Texas
Association

of
Broadcasters

Club
de Ville

Moonshine

Iron
Works

Barbecue

IHOP

RunTex

Your
Living
Room

Doña
Emilia's

Mongolian
Grille

P.F.
Chang's Fleming's

Roy's

Melting
Pot

Foca
de Chão

Rio
Grande

Déjà
Vu

Champions

McCormick
& Schmick's

Cedar
Door

TGI
Friday's

Speakeasy

Ruth's
Chris

O. Henry
Hall

Ashbel Smith
Hall

Colorado
Building

Lavaca
Building

Keeper's

Finn &
Porter

Claudia Taylor
Johnson Hall

AT&T Executive
Education and

Conference Center

Elysium

Buford
Tower

Stevie Ray
Vaughn
statue

Town Lake
Rowing Center

James D. Pfluger
Pedestrian &

Bicycle Bridge

Drake
 Bridge

Ann Richards
Congress Avenue

 Bridge

Lamar
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NOTE: This map was designed for visitors and residents, to provide a "snapshot" of each of the 19 districts of downtown Austin.   Districts described on this map are for this purpose only, and have no official status.
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Capitol
The Texas State Capitol (15 feet taller than 
the National Capitol in Washington, DC) and 
the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum 
are major visitor attractions in a district 
dominated by State government buildings.  
Other popular attractions include the State 
Archives and Library, the Capitol Visitors 
Center and Scholz Garten restaurant and 
biergarten.

University
The Frank C. Erwin, Jr. Special Events Center, the 
Pennick-Allison Tennis Center and the University 
of Texas Nursing School occupy an extension of 
the University of Texas at Austin campus into the 
northeast corner of downtown.

Hospital
University Medical Center at Brackenridge Hospital 
and other related buildings overlook Waller Creek and 
the nearly eleven acre Waterloo Park, home to popular 
Austin events like blues festivals, Juneteenth 
celebrations and Spamarama.

Red River 
Red River Street has become 
the center of downtown 
Austin’s live music scene, with 
clubs like Stubbs, Red Eyed Fly, 
Emo’s, Club de Ville, Mohawk, 
Elysium, Room 710, Symphony 
Square and Beerland, as well as 
associated businesses like True 
Blue Tattoo shown here.

E. 6th St.
The “historic” entertainment 
district of Austin, the 
seven-block entertainment area 
stretches from the Driskill Hotel 
to I-35, and has over 30 historic 
landmarks, and dozens of 
restaurants, clubs, and retail 
businesses.  Sixth Street is also 
home to many Austin events, 
like the Austin Mardi Gras 
celebration, SXSW, the Republic 
of Texas Bikers Rally, the Pecan 
Street Festival and Sixth Street’s 
Halloween celebration.

Rainey Street 
The Mexican-American Cultural Center lies near the foot of 
the Rainey Street district, which is being transformed from 
a cottage-scaled single family neighborhood to a high-rise 
neighborhood of condos and apartments.

Northeast 
Several large, historic churches, including St. Mary’s 
Cathedral shown here, are a major presence in the 
Northeast District, along with a mix of state and 
federal o�ces, hotels and social service agencies.

Judge’s Hill
The only remaining almost entirely 
residential neighborhood in downtown, 
Judges Hill, in the far northwest corner 
of downtown, is a quiet, tree-lined area 
with an eclectic mix of large, historic 
homes and more modern structures.

Northwest
Tree-lined streets with residential-scaled buildings (most often 
converted to business uses) characterize the Northwest area of 
downtown, which is also home to Austin Community College’s Rio 
Grande campus, Pease Elementary School (the oldest continuously 
operating school in the state of Texas), House Park Stadium, the 
Austin Recreation Center and the Duncan Park BMX track.

Civic
A National Register Historic District, the Bremond Block is a key 
landmark in the Civic District, home to the Travis County 
Courthouse and Criminal Justice Complex, the U.S. Courthouse, the 
Austin History Center and the John Henry Faulk Central Library, and 
many other civic uses.  Many of the residential buildings in the area 
are now home to law o�ces serving these civic uses.

W. 6th St.
Katz’s, a long-established landmark, is at the heart of 
a new restaurant/entertainment district emerging on 
West Sixth Street in conjunction with a high-rise 
residential neighborhood centered just to the south 
around the intersection of 5th and West Avenue.

West End
Anchored by Whole Foods’ �agship store and corporate 
headquarters, the West End (also known as the Market 
District) is an active shopping district with dozens of 
local and national retailers like Waterloo Records, REI, 
Austin Java, Anthropologie and Book People.

Seaholm
The Seaholm District is a former industrial section of southwest 
downtown Austin that is undergoing a transformation into a vibrant 
urban neighborhood.  At the core of the district is the 
decommissioned Seaholm Power Plant which will be redeveloped 
into a landmark residential and retail destination.  East of the power 
plant, on the banks of Shoal Creek, is the site of the planned new 
Austin Central Library.

2nd Street
The 2nd Street District is a lively mix of 
o�ces, mid-rise apartments, restaurants,
sidewalk cafes, retail and Austin City Hall,
designed around a vibrant streetscape.  The
W Austin Hotel and Residences, along with
a new Austin City Limits studio/venue, will
soon complete the six-block district, which
will be expanded westward with the
redevelopment of the Thomas C. Green
Water Treatment Plant. Lakefront

Wrapping around Lady Bird Lake in the heart of Austin, the Lakefront is 
best known for the 10-mile trail serving thousands of outdoor and 
�tness enthusiasts every day.  The trail is a lush, urban hike-and-bike 
path that is arguably Austin’s most recognized and popular recreational 
area.  A meeting point for recreation, concerts, fairs, the arts and more, 
the district and trail attract some 1.5 million annual visits.

Warehouse
Stretching 5 blocks west from Congress Avenue, past 
Republic Square to the banks of Shoal Creek, the Warehouse 
District has emerged in the past 15 years as a trendy and 
upscale entertainment area, with dozens of restaurants, 
nightclubs and music venues, such as Antone’s, Starlite, La 
Zona Rosa and the Lucky Lounge.

Congress Avenue
The historic Paramount Theater and adjacent State Theater are 
jewels on the “Main Street of Texas,” home to Austin’s high-rise o�ce 
buildings, cultural venues like Austin Museum of Art, Arthouse, 
Mexic-Arte, and a resurgent retail scene.  Congress Avenue is 
anchored on the north by the Texas State Capitol and on the south 
by the Ann Richards Congress Avenue Bridge, summer home to 1.5 
million Mexican-Freetailed Bats.

Convention Center
The 880,000 square foot Neal Kocurek Memorial Austin 
Convention Center anchors a district with a large number of 
hotels and restaurants catering to Austin’s visitor industry.  
Here you can �nd popular national chains such as P.F. 
Chang’s and Finn & Porter, as well as local favorites including 
Iron Works Barbecue, Moonshine and the Cedar Door.

Uptown
The Texas Chili Parlor is a popular 
restaurant and local landmark in a 
district with an eclectic mix of state 
associations, restaurants, churches, art 
galleries and residential towers.  The 
district is bordered on the north by the 
University of Texas at Austin, on the east 
by the State Capitol complex and on the 
south by the Travis County complex, and 
the district re�ects these in�uences.

The Districts of Downtown Austin
A Photographic Tour
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Home is Where the Heart Is

Housing and Residents

DOWNTOWN  
POPULATION 

AND HOUSING  
ESTIMATES 

Downtown Living
Downtown has become an increasingly attractive 
place to live with its access to outdoor recreation, live 
music and unique dining experiences, as well as close 
proximity to top Austin employers. As the Austin area 
population grows, downtown alone has added more 
than 2,800 residents in the last three years, primarily 
in the desirable Seaholm and Rainey districts, and is 
expected to continue to grow in the future. Downtown 
has added 2,000 housing units since 2016, bringing 
our total to 10,882 units and enabling our down-
town population to top 14,600 residents. The strong 
demand to live downtown coupled with a historically 

limited supply of options have pushed downtown 
rental rates north of $2.50 SF, approximately double 
the rate for Austin as a whole.

While Austin’s rapidly growing population and 
strong economic conditions have made for a strong 
housing development market, it hasn’t been enough to 
address issues of housing affordability in downtown. 
Even as new supply is rapidly added, demand in the 
region has made downtown living unaffordable for 
many in our community. Imagine Austin projected that 
30,000 people will live in downtown by 2030.
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Austin Ranked Number One Place to Live for Third Year in a Row  
(US News & World Report)

3,017
UNITS UNDER  

CONSTRUCTION

3,370
UNITS PLANNED

Residential  
Development

DOWNTOWN

RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

KEY TAKEAWAYS

▶ Population and housing supply have grown substantially since 1990, creating new vibrant 
neighborhoods along the lakefront.  

▶ Even with steady growth, the downtown residential population makes up only 1% of Austin's total 
population. As people continue to move to Austin, downtown can continue to expect to be one of 
the fastest growing neighborhoods.

By the 
Numbers 

The 
Independent

DOWNTOWN'S 

TALLEST 

SKYSCRAPER IS

58 
STORIES  

 
ALL 72  

ONE-BEDROOM 

UNITS WERE 

SOLD BEFORE 

COMPLETION

Complete

Planned

Under 
Construction

Circle Size range 
= 800 - 40 Units
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$99,999 
OR LESS

GEN Z 
(18 & UNDER)

$100,000  
TO $199,999 MILLENNIALS 

(AGES 19-34)

$200,000  
TO $299,999

GEN X 
(AGES 35-49)

$300,000  
TO $499,999

BABY BOOMERS 
(AGES 50-69)$500,000  

TO $999,999

MATURES 
(AGES 70 & OVER)

$1,000,000  
AND MORE

0 010 1020 2030 3040 40Percent (%)   Percent (%)   

By the 
Numbers
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DOWNTOWN 
RESIDENTS RENT 

APARTMENTS

RESIDENTIAL 
PROFILE 

HOME VALUES GENERATIONS
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DOWNTOWN  
APARTMENT 

RENTAL STATS 

AUSTIN APARTMENT 
RENTAL RATE  

(CBD VS CITYWIDE)

AUSTIN APARTMENT 
RENTAL OCCUPANCY 

(CBD VS CITYWIDE)

One Bedroom
AVG RENTAL RATE

$2,300

Two Bedroom
AVG RENTAL RATE
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$1.41

$0.94

$2.08

$0.98

$2.71

$1.45

CBD Rate Citywide Rate $/SF

100%

80%

60%

CBD Rate Citywide Rate

96%

89%

69%

93%

Residential Market
Downtown households are roughly made up of sin-
gle, young professionals earning a median household 
income of $110,000 annually which is 54% higher 
than Austin's median values.  Over 25% of downtown 

households have an annual income that exceeds 
$200,000.  Along with incomes, home values have 
grown by 500% since 2000. 
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Bright Lights, Big City

Hotel, Culture  
and Entertainment

Downtown Tourism
Austin has become a tourist mecca for travelers seek-
ing good food, unique experiences and legendary live 
music. Downtown has quickly become the home base 
for our welcomed guests. The highest concentration 
of Austin’s hotels are located downtown, with 4,343 
hotel rooms added since 2010. Occupancy remains 
very high even as new supply is added, resulting in 
a market for new hotel development that is stronger 
than ever. Accordingly, we have seen a significant 
employment increase in this category, with 4,946 jobs 
added in accommodation and food service since 2010. 

Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for the 
creative arts in downtown. Despite the significant 
growth downtown has seen, it was not enough to 
rebuild the arts, entertainment and recreation jobs 
that were lost downtown during the Great Recession. 
Looking forward, there is even more opportunity on 
the horizon as projects like the Waller Creek chain 
of parks, a new arena for the University of Texas and 
a reimagined Convention Center district move from 
vision to reality.

By the 
Numbers

Austin 
Tourism

27.4M
VISITORS

$8B
SPENT

ACL Festival 450,000

SXSW 432,500

Trail of Lights 400,000

Pride Week 400,000 

Pecan Street Festival 100,000

Convention Center Attendees 341,000
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BUT ACCOUNT FOR ALMOST  

27% of Austin Hotels
ARE LOCATED DOWNTOWN 

47% OF AUSTIN’S 

Hotel Tax Revenue

2018 EVENT ATTENDANCE
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(Proposed 347 rooms; 
opening 2019)
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Attracting the Best and Brightest

Employment  
and Talent

Thriving Employment Center
Downtown Austin holds the largest and most diverse 
concentration of employment opportunities in Cen-
tral Texas with 93,000 jobs densely packed in. The 
diverse array of employment opportunities located 
downtown are an essential component to our city's 
economic resilience as growth in one sector can less-
en the impact of losses in another sector. 

Since the recession, downtown has added 17,402 
jobs with nearly a third of those falling in the pro-
fessional, scientific and technical services sectors. 
During this same time period, downtown lost 2,315 
jobs in public administration as municipalities, 
nonprofits and universities were heavily affected by 
the recession. 

DOWNTOWN AUSTIN 
EMPLOYMENT 

GROWTH

BIGGEST CHANGES 
IN DOWNTOWN 
EMPLOYMENT  

2010-2018
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Uniquely Austin

Restaurants  
and Retail

Downtown Eats and Treats
As downtown Austin has grown into distinct cor-
ridors, it is the retail and restaurant offerings that 
give each area of downtown its unique personality. 
New developments downtown are consistent-
ly adding more high-quality space to satisfy the 
increased demand from our rapid office, hotel and 
residential growth. 

This growth is most evident in downtown’s rapid 
increase in retail sales, which have doubled since 
2010, and a substantial increase in restaurant/bar 
employment. While downtown Austin can boast 
a substantial daytime population, this impressive 
growth can only be explained by Austin’s position as a 
tourist's paradise. 

DOWNTOWN BAR 
AND RESTAURANT 

EMPLOYMENT BOOM

By the 
Numbers

2018 RETAIL 
Vacancy

6%
2018 RETAIL 
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$25-$40
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Turn-by-Turn Directions
From 12th and Chicon Street

1. Start at the Black Luminaries mural on the 
NE corner of 12th and Chicon. 

2. Head west on 12th St and look for the 
Check the Box mural as you pass Leona St. 

3.        onto Navasota St         onto E 11th St          
at Waller St. Rhapsody mosaic will be at 
the SW corner.     

4. Head south on Waller St and look ahead 
to your le� to see Til Death Do Us Part. 

5.        onto E 6th St. Look both ways before 
safely crossing 7th st.

6. Take the rightmost lane to cross under 
I-35 on 6th St. Dismount your bike to 
view the Howdy Austin murals along I-35 
southbound frontage road.

7. Continue west on 6th St and make a                       
        onto Red River St.

8. A�er you pass 5th St, begin making a        
                 on the two-way cycletrack on 4th St.
9. Continue on the Lance Armstrong 

Bikeway, check for traffic at each 
intersection before crossing.

10. Look        at Walls Bring Us Together. Make 
your first          onto Brushy St.

11. Look        to view a wall of changing murals.
12. Make a        on 2nd St,        onto Comal St,            

 onto Willow St.
13.        onto Chalmers Ave. Pull into the 

parking lot of Flat Track Coffee to view the 
Loteria mural.

14. Head back to Willow St and continue 
East then make a        onto Pedernales 
cycletrack.

15. Make a        onto Webberville and then 
veer        to head north on Northwestern St

16. Look both ways before turning        onto 
Rosewood Ave

17. Make your second        onto Chicon to view 
the You’re My Everything Mural, then head          
 onto Chicon St to head back to the 
start of the ride!

Explore the Murals of 
East Central Austin

This Austin Biking Adventure was originally developed for the  Smart Trips Austin  
program, which served residents of the 78702 and 78722 neighborhoods in 2018.SmartTripsAustin.org
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Lakeway Resort 
& Spa

Horseshoe 
Bay Resort

Hyatt Regency Lost 
Pines Resort & Spa

Omni Barton Creek 
Resort & Spa

Hotel Granduca 
Austin
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AP SPON

SORED  
BY H

OTEL GRAN
DU

CA

H
otel G

randuca is A
ustin’s new

est luxury hotel, ideally situated in 
the heart of Texas H

ill C
ountry. R

etreat to this oasis to experience 
Italian elegance, breathtaking view

s and exceptional service.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



NO. 1: AUSTIN, BEST PLACE TO START A BUSINESS

Inc.

NO. 5: AUSTIN, TOP 10 HOUSING MARKETS TO WATCH IN 2019

Trulia

NO. 6: AUSTIN, INVESTMENT PROSPECTS IN COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

PWC and ULI

NO. 4: AUSTIN, BEST CITY FOR CONFERENCES IN 2018

SmartAsset

NO. 14: AUSTIN, MOST FUN CITY IN THE NATION

Wallet Hub

NO. 1: AUSTIN, BEST CITIES FOR LIVE MUSIC

Thrillist

NO. 1: AUSTIN TOPS LIST OF U.S. BOOMTOWNS
Magnify Money, a consumer finance website, released a new study this week that found 

Texas dominated the list of U.S. “boomtowns” and Austin scored the top spot.

Magnify Monday

DOWNTOWN AUSTIN ALLIANCE40

1

1
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5
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4

Noteworthy Mentions

Austin Rankings

14



AUSTIN’S

BARBER    SHOP

CLOTHES & MORE

Ride in the bicycle
lane or vehicle lane. 

One person
per scooter.

Wear helmets
for safety.

Scoot respectfully
on the sidewalk.

Park respectfully.
Don’t block the sidewalk.

rock java

How Austin E-Scoots

AustinTexas.gov/DocklessMobility

For more information visit 
AustinTexas.gov/DocklessMobility

rock javaElectric Scooters. 
Be informed. Be Safe.
Before you hop on, know
the rules of the road:

1.  One person per scooter.

2.  Yield to people walking, bicycling 
       and people with disabilities.

3.  Wear a helmet for safety.

4.  Don’t ride on parkland.

5.  Don’t ride while under the
       influence of intoxicants.

6.  Park scooters with care.
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492 Delwood

Additional neighborhood
service operates in this
area one day a week.

493 Eastview

Additional neighborhood
service operates in this area
various days of the week.

490 HEB Shuttle

491 Allandale

Additional neighborhood
service operates in this
area one day a week.
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High-Frequency Routes

LEGEND

MetroRapid
Limited-stop service for
a faster ride. Board and
de-board at designated
stations.

station

Buses arrive every 15 minutes, 7 days a week, 
with 20-30 minute service early in the morning and later in the evening.

803 MetroBus Local
Local-stop service.
Board and de-board
at any bus stop along
the route.

7

MetroRail

MetroRail Red Line

Rail service between Leander and downtown Austin. Consult the
schedule for weekday and Saturday times at each station.

Transit Hub

Park & Ride

Places to Go

Regular Routes

MetroBus Local
Service to, from and via
Downtown Austin along
major streets.

Times and service levels vary by route. Consult individual route
schedules for specific information.

Special routes such as Night Owl, E-Bus, combined UT Shuttle, and UT Shuttle
campus circulator routes do not appear on this map. See the Downtown/UT inset,
the Night Owl & E-Bus inset and individual route schedules for more information.

MetroBus Local
Service in outlying areas,
including Crosstown, Flex
and Feeder routes.

3836

MetroExpress,
MetroFlyer
Including Limited routes.

935
UT Shuttle
Shuttle service linking
University of Texas main
campus to outlying
residential areas.

MetroRail Shuttle
Shuttle service linking
MetroRail stations to
nearby activity centers.

656

Round Rock Transit
Round Rock service with
connecting AM/PM trips to Austin.

50
465

station

Hospital/
Medical Center

College/
University

School

Library

Point of
Interest

Airport

SCHEMATIC MAP
NOT TO SCALE

Bus & 
Rail Service
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 6 - JUNE 1, 2019

See Round Rock Inset for
Continuation of Bus Service
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This product is being provided as a general service to the community at large without the condition of the referral of title insurance business. Austin Title makes no express or implied 
warranty with respect to the information contained herein and accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of said information.


